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Dear ARIS families: 
 
Good readers read often and vary their reading selections. Reading during the summer months helps students 
develop their skills and promotes positive reading habits.   All incoming fifth and sixth grade students are 
expected to participate in our summer reading program.  This program has been designed to provide students 
with an authentic reading experience.  The reader is given the opportunity to select books that are interesting 
and appropriate for them.  They can read at their own pace and on their own terms.  If necessary, they can 
abandon a book and make another choice.  When the students come together in September as a community of 
readers, they will work with their teachers on an assignment related to their reading.  
 
 
Steps for summer reading success: 

1. Review Auten Road’s list of recommended reading selections or other sources of titles appropriate for 
fifth and sixth graders (see list below). 

2. Choose several titles you might enjoy. 
3. Read!  (Feel free to take notes, but there is no written assignment) 
4. Be prepared to talk and write about at least one of your book choices when you join your literacy class 

in September.  
 
Organization: Link to book recommendations 
Auten Road School Attached 
Scholastic Stacks http://www.scholastic.com/kids/stacks/books

/  
American Library Association http://www.ala.org/alsc/booklists  
James Patterson’s ReadkiddoRead.com http://www.readkiddoread.com/great-pagetur

ners/ages-8-up  
Common Sense Media https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/50

-books-all-kids-should-read-before-theyre-12
# 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Susan Herndon at sherndon@htps.us.  
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Auten Road Intermediate School 
Summer Reading Suggestions 
Incoming Fifth and Sixth Graders 
 
Title Synopsis and Awards/Honors Genre  Lexile

/Age 
Range 

Crash 
by Jerry Spinelli 

Seventh-grader John "Crash" Coogan had always been 
comfortable with his tough, aggressive behavior, until 
his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and his 
grandfather's stroke make him consider the meaning of 
friendship and the importance of family. 
1997 - ALA Best Books for Young Adults 

Realistic 
Fiction 

560L 
 
11-12 
years 

A Crooked Kind of 
Perfect  
by Linda Urban 

Zoe has big dreams. She wants to learn how to play the 
piano, and to perform at Carnegie Hall. Her father, 
however, is easily overwhelmed by a salesman and 
comes home with a Perfectone D-60 organ instead of 
Zoe’s dream piano.  
New York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing 

Realistic 
fiction 

730L 
 
9-12 
years 

Elijah of Buxton  
by Christopher Paul 
Curtis 

Elijah is the first generation of free-born members of 
his family. Escaping the oppression of the 
pre-Emancipation Proclamation and pre-Civil War torn 
United States, Elijah's family fled to an established 
free-black community in Canada. 
Winner of the Coretta Scott King Award and a Newbery Honor 
Book for 2008. 

Historical 
fiction 

1070L 
 
8-12 
years 

Emma-Jean 
Lazarus Fell Out of 
a Tree 
by Lauren Tarshis 

Emma-Jean Lazarus is a lovable oddball who thinks 
she can use logic to solve the messy everyday problems 
of her seventh-grade peers. It’s easy; she just follows 
the example of her late father, a brilliant 
mathematician. Of course, the more Emma-Jean gets 
involved, the messier her own life gets. 

Cybils Finalist (Middle Grade Novels, 2007) 
School Library Journal Best Book of the Year (2007) 

Realistic 
Fiction 

830L 
 
10-11 
years 

Fever 1793 
by Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above 
the family coffee shop with her widowed mother and 
grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores 
and making plans to turn the family business into the 
finest Philadelphia has ever seen. Then, the fever 
breaks out... 
ALA Best Books for Young Adults 2001 
New York Public Library 100 Best Books Fall 2000 

Historical 
Fiction 

580L 
 
10-14 
years 

Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello’s 
Library 
by Chris 
Grabenstein 

Kyle Keeley is the class clown, popular with most kids, 
(if not the teachers), and an ardent fan of all games: 
board games, word games, and particularly video 
games. His hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the most notorious 
and creative game maker in the world, just so happens 
to be the genius behind the building of the new town 
library. 

Mystery 720L 
 
8-12 
years 

http://www.librarything.com/bookaward/School+Library+Journal+Best+Book+of+the+Year
http://www.librarything.com/bookaward/Cybils+Finalist


Lucky Kyle wins a coveted spot to be one of the first 
12 kids in the library for an overnight of fun, food, and 
lots and lots of games. But when morning comes, the 
doors remain locked. Kyle and the other winners must 
solve every clue and every secret puzzle to find the 
hidden escape route. And the stakes are very high. 

The Graveyard 
Book  
by Neil Gaiman 

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a 
normal boy.  He would be completely normal if he 
didn't live in a sprawling graveyard and he wasn’t 
being raised and educated by ghosts.  
ALA Booklist Editors’ Choice 
Newbery Medal 
ALA Best Book for Young Adults 

Fantasy 820L 
 
9-12 
years 

Gregor the 
Overlander 
by Suzanne Collins 

When Gregor falls through a grate in the laundry room 
of his apartment building, he is hurtled into a dark 
Underland, where spiders, rats, cockroaches coexist 
uneasily with humans. This world is on the brink of 
war, and Gregor's arrival is no accident. 

Fantasy 630L 
 
9-12 
years 

The Invention of 
Hugo Cabret  
by Brian Selznick 

Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the 
walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival 
depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world 
suddenly interlocks with an eccentric, bookish girl and 
a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in the station, 
Hugo's undercover life and his most precious secret are 
put in jeopardy. 
2008 Caldecott Medal 
National Book Award Finalist 
A New York Times Best Illustrated Book of 2007 
A Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2007 
2007 Quill Award Winner 

Mystery/ 
Graphic 
novel 

820L 
 
8-12 
years 

Joshua’s Song 
by Joan Hiatt 
Harlow 

Needing to earn money after his father's death during 
the influenza epidemic of 1918, thirteen-year-old 
Joshua works as a newspaper boy in Boston. One day 
he finds himself in the vicinity of an explosion that 
sends tons of molasses coursing through the streets. 

Historical 
Fiction 

520L 
 
9-12 
years 

Knucklehead: Tall 
Tales & Mostly 
True Stories About 
Growing Up 
Scieszka 
by Jon Scieszka 

How did Jon Scieszka get so funny, anyway? Growing 
up as one of six brothers was a good start, but that was 
just the beginning. Throw in Catholic school, lots of 
comic books, and lazy summers at the lake with time to 
kill, babysitting misadventures, TV shows, jokes told at 
family dinner, and the result is Knucklehead. Part 
memoir, part scrapbook, this hilarious trip down 
memory lane provides a unique glimpse into the 
formation of a creative mind and a free spirit. 

Autobiography 750L 
 
8-12 
years 

The Land of Stories 
by Chris Colfer 

After decades of hiding, the evil Enchantress who 
cursed Sleeping Beauty is back with a vengeance. 

Alex and Conner Bailey have not been back to the 
magical Land of Stories since their adventures in The 
Wishing Spell ended. But one night, they learn the 
famed Enchantress has kidnapped their mother! 
Against the will of their grandmother, the twins must 

Fairy Tale 760L 
 
8-12 
years 



find their own way into the Land of Stories to rescue 
their mother and save the fairy tale world from the 
greatest threat it's ever faced. 

Larklight 
by Philip Reeve 

Arthur (Art) Mumsby and his irritating sister Myrtle 
live with their father in a huge and rambling house 
called Larklight…that just happens to be traveling 
through outer space. When a visitor called Mr. Webster 
arrives, it is far from an innocent social call. Before 
long Art and Myrtle are off on an adventure to the 
furthest reaches of space, where they will do battle 
with evil forces in order to save each other—and the 
universe. 
School Library Journal Best Book of the Year (2006) 
ALA Notable Children's Book (2007) 

 

Science 
Fiction/ 
Fantasy 

1170L 
 
10-15 
years 

The Lemonade War 
by Jacqueline 
Davies 

Jessie Treski and her older brother, Evan, each open 
lemonade stands and make a bet: whoever 
makes the most money by Saturday wins the loser’s 
cash as well. 
2009 -- Rhode Island Children's Book Award 

Realistic 
Fiction 

630L 
 
9-12 
years 

The Magician’s 
Elephant 
by Kate DiCamillo 

In the city of Baltese on a winter's day, Peter Augustus 
Duchene, a ten-year-old orphan, spends his only florin 
to ask a question of a fortuneteller. She tells him this: 
"Your sister? That is your question? Very well. She 
lives . . . You must follow the elephant. She will lead 
you there." 
Booklist Editors' Choice 

Fantasy 730L 
 
9-12 
years 

MVP*:Magellan 
Voyage Project 
by Douglas Evans 

Instead of heading to summer camp, twelve year old 
Adam Story sets off on a contest to be the first kid to 
circumnavigate the globe in forty days.  
2007 Garden State Children's Book Awards Nominee 
 2008 Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award Nominee 

Fiction 690L 
 
9-11 
years 

No Talking 
by Andrew 
Clements 

Dave Parker sparks a fifth grade competition, boys 
against girls, to see who can go for two entire weeks 
without speaking. 
School Library Journal Best Books of the Year 
Garden State Children's Book Award Nominee (NJ) 

Realistic 
Fiction 

820L 
 
8-12 
years 

Redwall 
by Brian Jacques 

Matthias, a clumsy young mouse has big dreams of 
becoming a warrior. The only thing that can save 
Redwall is a true warrior. The little mouse quickly 
learns that is a title that must be earned. 

Fantasy/ 
Mystery 

800L 
 
10-14 
years 

S.O.R Losers 
by Avi 

The South Orange River (S.O.R.) School is big on 
sports and famous for not losing a game all season. 
That all changes when the school insists that some 
seventh-grader non-jocks form a soccer team. The new 
team is sure that losing their first game 32-0 will put an 
end to their athletic adventure, but no such luck. Their 
parents insist that they try harder.  

Fiction 520L 
 
8-12 
years 

There’s a Girl in 
My Hammerlock 
by Jerry Spinelli 

Maisie Potter isn't quite sure why she signed up for the 
boys' wrestling team. Her brother's totally disgusted 
with her, her best friend drops her, her classmates 
ridicule her, and opposing teams would rather forfeit 

Realistic 
Fiction 

520L 
 
9-13 
years 

http://www.redroom.com/book-awards/2008+Rebecca+Caudill+Young+Readers%E2%80%99+Book+Award+Nominee
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than wrestle her. But Maisie's not a quitter.  She 
discovers that she really likes wrestling — and that 
while Eric might not be worth the flak she puts up 
with, feeling good about herself is. 

We Are the Ship : 
The Story of Negro 
League Baseball  
by Kadir Nelson 

The story of Negro League baseball is the story of 
gifted athletes and determined owners; of racial 
discrimination and international sportsmanship; of 
fortunes won and lost; of triumphs and defeats on and 
off the field. It is a perfect mirror for the social and 
political history of black America in the first half of the 
twentieth century. But most of all, the story of the 
Negro Leagues is about hundreds of unsung heroes 
who overcame segregation, hatred, terrible conditions, 
and low pay to do the one thing they loved more than 
anything else in the world: play ball. 
2009 Corretta Scott King Book Award 

Nonfiction 900L 
 
9-12 
years 

When You Reach 
Me 
by Rebecca Stead 

Sixth grader, Miranda, who lives on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan with her single parent mom, pieces 
together the events of the past year when she began 
receiving mysterious notes that accurately predicted 
events that hadn't yet happened. 
2010 - Newbery Medal Winner 
2010 - ALA Notable Children's Book 
2010 - ALA Best Books for Young Adults Top 10 
2009-School Library Journal Best Book of the Year 

Fantasy 750L 
 
9-12 
years 

Where the 
Mountain Meets the 
Moon 
by Grace Lin 

Minli lives with her parents in a mud-colored village at 
the base of Fruitless Mountain, where they harvest rice 
to survive. While her mother bemoans her fate, her 
father tells stories. The adventurous young girl sets out 
to find the Old Man of the Moon, Guardian of the 
Book of Fortune, to discover how she might change her 
family's bad luck 
•2010 Newbery Honor 
•2009 Parents' Choice Gold Winner 

Fiction/ 
Folktale 

820L 
 
9-12 
years 

Wonder 
By R.J. Palacio 

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, 
up until now, has prevented him from going to a 
mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, 
he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary 
kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face. WONDER begins from Auggie’s 
point of view, but soon switches to include his 
classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These 
perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s 
struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. 

● Texas Bluebonnet Award 

Realistic 
Fiction 

790L 
 
 
8-12 
years 

Year of the Dog 
Grace Lin 

Starting on Chinese New Year, Grace Lin's winsome 
autobiographical fiction book chronicles the year she 
made a new friend, got a crush on the cutest boy in 
school, and found her true talent. 
• Starred Booklist Review 
• 2006 ALA Children's Notable 

Fiction 
Autobiographical 

690L 
 
8-12 
years 
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